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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be o btained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-8 and 10-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Furukawa (USP 6,086,472) in view of Tokoyoda (USP 6,368,204 B1). 

3. Regarding claims 1-21, Furukawa discloses a coin separating assembly 
comprising a coin hopper (1 1), a coin transporting unit for receiving coins of different 
size comprising a support surface that is a rotating belt (12), a separating roller unit that 
rotates opposite the translation direction of the support surface and can move relative to 
the coin transporting unit is rigidly fixed above the support surface (15), a coin drawing 
auxiliary unit that moves faster than the coin transporting unit (col. 2, lines 52-53). 
Furukawa does not disclose the coin transporting unit and the separating roller can 
move relative for increasing the distance and that the distance between them is less 
than two times the thickness of the thinnest coin and larger than the thickness of the 
thickest coin, a coin transporting unit that can resiliently bend down to the coin putting 
surface in a right angle direction, and a supporter unit comprising a roller member (9a) 
rotatably mounted on a pivotable lever, which is pivotable and is coaxially to the 
separating roller and rotates in the opposite direction to the coin transporting unit, and is 
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operatively located upstream, the supporter unit being biased, with a spring member, by 
a predetermined force towards the support surface. Tokoyoda teaches the coin 
transporting unit and the separating roller can move relative for increasing the distance 
and that the distance between them is less than two times the thickness of the thinnest 
coin and larger than the thickness of the thickest coin (col. 4, lines 39-43), a coin 
transporting unit that can resiliently bend down to the coin putting surface in a right 
angle direction (the combination of 9a and 9b moving apart), and a supporter unit 
comprising a roller member (9a) rotatably mounted on a pivotable lever (10), which is 
pivotable and is coaxially to the separating roller and rotates in the opposite direction to 
the coin transporting unit (Tokoyoda, 9a and 9b), and is operatively located upstream, 
the supporter unit being biased, with a spring member, by a predetermined force 
towards the support surface (14) for the purpose of enlarging and narrowing the 
separation between the rollers for the coin to pass through (col. 4, lines 39-43). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Furukawa's coin separating unit with a supporter 
unit, as taught by Tokoyoda, for the purpose of enlarging and narrowing the separation 
between the rollers for the coin to pass through. 



Response to Arguments 




Applicant's arguments filed 3/12/2007 are 



in light of new rejection. 
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Regarding rejections under U.S.C. 112 

Regarding claims 1-8 and 12, the U.S.C. 112 rejections are withdrawn due to 
applicant's amendment. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kalyan Kumar whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8102. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 7:00AM-3:30PM. 

5. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Mackey can be reached on 571-272-6916. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

6. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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